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Teacher spotlight
Arla Shephard / Special to the Kitsap Sun

Monday, January 6, 2014

KATIE SPRAGUE

School: View Ridge Elementary, Bremerton School District

Subject: Second- and third-grade highly capable program

Average class size: 20

Total number of students: 19

Years teaching: In my 11th year

What inspired you to get into teaching? My whole family is made up of teachers;
my mom works in the Bremerton School District and my dad teaches on Bainbridge.
Itâ€™s part of my family, part of my blood. There have been a lot of things I thought I
wanted to do, but I kept coming back to teaching. For my senior project in high
school, I taught French to sixth-graders. After that, I knew thatâ€™s what I wanted to
do. It felt right.

Name a rewarding moment from your career: Any time I get to see my students
show off their hard work to their parents, thatâ€™s my favorite. I remember one
tough class years ago, I had been on maternity leave the first half of the year. When I
came back, there was a group of boys who were trying to be obnoxious. In order to
build that relationship, I had the kids put together a holiday talent show. The three
boys really took it on and dressed up in suits and ties and sang â€œWe Wish You a
Merry Christmasâ€ to their parents. That was a shining moment. Afterward, they were
really motivated and ready to be able to work in school.

Whatâ€™s your biggest challenge? Finding the time to do everything you want to
do for these kids in the classroom. As teachers, we know what needs to be done, but
you canâ€™t always get it done.

Finish this sentence, â€œI wish ...â€: I wish that every child would be given a
chance to learn to become passionate about something to the point where it changes
who they are.

Have a Kitsap-area teacher youâ€™d like to nominate for this feature? Email the
name and school to sunnews@kitsapsun.com.
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